Hochschule
fiir Musik
Wiirzburg

university of music

Qualification Objectives for the Bachelor's Degree Programme in
Conducting - Choir Profile

Occupational field

The profession includes both freelance work as choral conductor and employment in
opera and drama houses, theatre and concert series, music colleges and academies,
universities as well as radio stations and churches. The work as choral conductor in-
cludes the artistic direction or assistance to the director and the coordination of lay
and professional choirs.

In addition to an excellent artistic qualification, the activity requires a high degree of
flexibility, social competence, and the ability to communicate, manage, self-organ-
ize, and market.

Qualification goals

The central objectives of this degree programme are the development of an independ-
ent and discerning artistic personality, acquisition of a professional level of conduct-
ing technique, critical examination of the possibilities of choir sound based on a pro-
found knowledge of the abilities of the human voice, and the technical means of their
implementation as well as the acquisition of fundamental knowledge of the possibil-
ities of the orchestra. Another important goal of the programme is to develop an inde-
pendent interpretive ideal based on a deep understanding of historical performance
practice, which is open for the uniqueness of each work and attempts to grasp it in its
historical and stylistic context.

Craduates of this programme have gained a broad overview of a cappella choral reper-
toire and oratorio literature for choir and orchestra. They can convey their musical
ideas to others and can draw on a wide repertoire of rehearsal techniques. They have
also acquired basic skills in the field of orchestral conducting. Graduates of this pro-
gramme can sightread an unknown polyphonic work independently on the piano.
They can create concert programs independently.



Furthermore, they have mastered the theoretical and practical basics of music. They
have gained extensive experience, especially in chamber music and voice. They have
expanded their artistic personality by acquiring differentiated expressive possibilities
on the piano, in singing and on an orchestral instrument.

They have a basic knowledge of voice physiology and can use their own voice effec-
tively while maintaining their health. They are familiar with the phonetics of the mu-
sically relevant foreign languages. After completing their studies, they will be able to
reflect on musical works and place them in context, find and develop their individual
strengths, maintain their health even after many years of professional activity, and
organize themselves in their later professional lives. They have a broad competence in
communication and leadership.
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